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About us 

AELRC is a Title VI Language 
Resource Center directed 
collaboratively by researchers at 
Georgetown University and the 
Center for Applied Linguistics. 

AELRC aims to provide leadership, 
scholarship, and outreach in the 
practices of assessment and 
program evaluation to foreign 
language teachers, program 
administrators, and researchers in 
diverse educational settings. 

The contents of this publication were 
developed under a grant from the 
Department of Education (CFDA 
P229A140012). 

The contents do not necessarily 
represent the policy of the 
Department of Education, and one 
should not assume endorsement by 
the Federal Government.
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With this third Bulletin we are 
happy to share with you a 
variety of activities and 
accomplishments, as well as 
some important changes, 
that have shaped a very 
busy half-year at the AELRC. 
Perhaps chief among our 
accomplishments was the 
successful hosting of the 
a n n u a l G e o r g e t o w n 
Univers i ty Round Table 

(GURT) in March 2016, the conference theme for which was 
“Useful assessment and evaluation in language education”. 
With over 300 participants, 100+ presentations, 4 plenaries, 
5 colloquia, and several social events, the meeting was, in 
the words of one attendee “The best conference this year”. It 
also represented a tremendous amount of hard work and 
preparation, following on the heels of two other conferences 
we hosted in October 2015. Indeed, although at times we 
faced real challenges (e.g., when an air conditioner hose 
spilled many gallons of water onto our conference materials 
one day before kickoff!), in the end this event spurred much-
needed deep thinking, critical debate, and concrete 
possibilities for innovation in the service of useful language 
assessment and program evaluation. All credit for making it 
happen, seemingly without effort, goes to the excellent 
AELRC staff (John Chi, Randi Dermo, Bart Deygers, Anne 
Donovan, Amy Kim, Todd McKay, Mina Niu, Young A Son, 
Tyler True, Francesca Venezia) and directors (John Davis, 
Meg Malone).  

One outcome of the GURT conference will be a proceedings 
volume featuring chapters based on selected presentations, 
under the editorship of Davis, Malone, McKay, Son, and 
myself. This volume promises to highlight some quite cutting-
edge work in both language assessment and program 
evaluation, and it is due to appear in 2017 (published by 
Georgetown University Press). The AELRC has also been 
busy publishing, presenting, and otherwise disseminating 
research-based ideas to a variety of language education 
audiences over the past few months, including publications in 
several major journals (Modern Language Journal, Annual 
Review of Applied Linguistics) and presentations at AAAL, 
AERA, ACTFL, and GURT. 

 More directly, we have provided training to numerous foreign 
language educators, including a pre-conference workshop in 
Washington on “Useful evaluation in language programs”, and 
a multi-day workshop in East Lansing on using Simulated Oral 
Proficiency Interviews in assessing diverse foreign languages. 
Plans are also in place for several language teacher 
development workshops over the next few months.	  

Research and development efforts continue at the AELRC as 
well. Highlights include: (a) the creation of a new C-Test in 
Korean, currently in pilot testing; (b) completion of a review of 
heritage language learner assessment and program 
evaluation; and (c) on-going implementation of an evaluation 
case study focused on language learning labs of the future. 
We look forward to disseminating research findings and 
related products as we move ahead with all of this work. 

The AELRC is also undergoing some changes in leadership. I 
have stepped down from my role as Director and Principal 
Investigator of the AELRC, in conjunction with my move from 
Georgetown University to the Educational Testing Service, 
where I now work as a Principal Research Scientist in the 
English Language Learning and Assessment unit. Fortunately, 
I will be able to continue collaborating on several current 
AELRC projects, and I have every intention of supporting the 
dissemination of our ideas to the foreign language educator 
community into the foreseeable future. John Davis has now 
taken over the role of Interim Principal Investigator for the 
AELRC, and he and Meg Malone share the helm as Co-
Directors. 

In closing, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to 
John, Meg, and the AELRC staff for the incredibly productive 
and congenial collaborations we have had since the genesis 
of the AELRC—what a great team to have worked with! I do 
not believe it to be an overestimation in suggesting that our 
earliest aspirations for the center have not only come to pass, 
but have been surpassed. In a few short years, we have 
initiated an impressive variety of projects, resources, and 
outreach endeavors that stand to encourage and support 
critical improvements in foreign language education for some 
time to come.  
		 	 	  
All the best, 

John Norris, Director 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GURT 2016  

T h e A E L R C h e l d t h e a n n u a l 
Georgetown University Round Table 
( G U R T ) o n M a rc h 1 1 - 1 3 . T h e 
con fe rence theme was “Use fu l 
assessment and evaluation in language 
education”, a unique focus in the history 
of the GURT conference. With over 300 
participants, 100+ presentations, 4 
plenaries, 5 colloquia, a pre-conference 
workshop, and several social events, the 
meeting was a unique gathering of 
language evaluation and assessment 
researchers from across the U.S. and 

around the world. Attendees benefitted 
from plenaries on the uses and 
usefulness of language assessments 
and program evaluation, delivered by 
John Davis (Georgetown University), 
Michael Kane (Educational Testing 
Service), Richard Kiely (University of 
Southampton), and Lorena Llosa (New 
York University). Parallel sessions 
featured research presentations on 
topics ranging from the development of 
innovative language tests to the 
evaluat ion of language program 
effectiveness to the increasingly critical 
role of technology in mediating all 
aspects of language education. A 
number of emerging scholars, from 
graduate students to new Ph.D.s, 
presented their research as well. 
Selected papers from GURT 2016 will 
be published in a proceedings volume 

by Georgetown University Press, due 
out in 2017. Sponsors fo r the 
conference this year included the Center 
for Applied Linguistics, Center for New 
Designs in Learning and Scholarship, and 
the Initiative for Multilingual Studies. As in 
years past, major sponsorship was 
provided by the Foreign Language and 
Linguistics Departments at Georgetown.   

Project Outcomesi

“I think this has been an 
extremely well-
conceived and 
implemented 

conference. This has 
been one of the most 

pleasant and productive 
conferences I've been to 

in a long while”.

“The conferences AELRC 
organizes are by far the 

best organized 
conferences I attend 

each year. Keep up the 
great work!”

The GURT 2016 panel: John Norris, Meg Malone, Constant Leung, Michael Kane, Katie Nielson, Richard Kiely, Lorena Llosa, and John McE. Davis



Pre-conference Workshop 

AELRC provided a GURT pre-conference 
workshop on “Useful evaluation in 
language programs”, a day-long event 
featuring four sessions introducing 

participants to use-focused evaluation 
techniques. Developed by John Davis, 
Amy Kim, Todd McKay, Mina Niu, 
Young A Son, and Francesca Venezia, 
the sessions aimed to enhance U.S. 
language educators’ abilities to plan 
a n d i m p l e m e n t e v a l u a t i o n i n 
meaningful ly useful ways Topics 
included: identifying evaluation users, 
uses, and questions; developing 
evaluation indicators;  implementing  

questionnaire, focus group, and 
interview data collection methods; and 
better understanding and enhancing 
language program evaluation capacity. 
The 48 participants came from a range 
of higher education, K-12, federal  
government , and in te rnat iona l 
educational institutions. 

   

Poster session

“Perfect balance of 
theory and practice. 
Very interactive and 

engaging. Great 
workbook.”

"The principles taught 
were practical and 

usable! Nice activities."

Publisher exhibits

Pre-conference workshop

Pre-conference workshop

GURT 2016 plenary speaker Lorena Llosa

 Project Outcomes

GURT 2016 keynote speaker Michael Kane
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Project Outcomesi 
Korean C-test 

C-tests are a type of fill-in-the-blank test, a short-cut 
assessment that attempts to capture the global 
language proficiency of a language learner. AELRC’s 
continuous efforts to develop C-tests for Less 
Commonly Taught Languages (LCTL) have carried 
forward to the development of a Korean C-test. 
Building on the latest Korean C-test development and 
validation work by Lee-Ellis (2009), efforts were made 
to revise the deletion rules to exploit the efficacy of the 
test (a C-test is comprised of short paragraph-length 
texts at different levels of difficulty where the second 
half of every second word is deleted). In spring 2016, 
the Korean C-test team—Young A Son, Amy Kim, and 
John McE. Davis—collected passages from authentic 
sources, such as web magazines and newspaper 
articles, on a variety of topics. A total of 15 passages 

of varying difficulty levels were rated and 
rank-ordered by experienced Korean 
l anguage i ns t r uc to r s i n 4 - yea r 
universit ies. Moreover, given the 
d i fficul t ies presented by Korean 
orthography (e.g. , unclear word 
boundaries, repeated inflect ional 
suffixes), newly developed parsing and 
deletion methods were applied. These 
include: (1) particles treated as words on 
their own; (2) verb inflections treated as 
a word on their own; (3) all verbs deleted 
from the stem to the extent possible; (4) 
monosyllabic content words kept intact; 
and (5) proper nouns kept intact.

LLT Center Evaluation Project 

Another recent AELRC endeavor includes a utilization-focused 
evaluation of the Language Learning Technology (LLT) Center at 
Georgetown University. The LLT Center provides a variety of 
materials, services, and consulting support that promote the 
integration of technology into foreign language teaching and 
learning. The LLT Center makes use of a language lab, a state-
of-the-art technology classroom, and consultation and 
development space to support the integration of digital and 
online learning resources into foreign language courses and 
research projects. 

Two AELRC staff, Co-Director John Davis and Todd McKay, 
have been collaborating with the LLT Center on ongoing 
evaluation activities. Early efforts have been devoted to 
fostering a commitment to evaluation use and creating mission, 
goals, and outcomes that best reflect the LLT Center’s 
commitment to technology-enhanced foreign language 
teaching and learning. Together with the LLT Center, the 
AELRC intends to disseminate the findings of the evaluation (via 
a conference presentation and subsequent publication) so that 
others might better understand the status quo, needs, and 
challenges for program evaluation in technology-mediated 
language-learning environments, as well as how these 
environments are contributing to and shaping the learning of 
foreign languages. 

A sample from a C-test battery, a shortcut measure of general foreign language 
proficiency to be piloted for Korean in fall 2016



New AELRC Evaluation Guides 

The need to conduct or take part in evaluation activities in 
language programs—by choice or not—is becoming an 
inescapable reality for today’s language educators. Whether 
it is to meet accreditation requirements, improve new-
teacher induction procedures, or simply to better understand 
how select or various aspects of our program are 
functioning, evaluation plays a number of roles in language 
education. For some, hearing the term ‘evaluation’ has the 
very unfortunate side-effect of conjuring up images of tight-
lipped and clipboard-holding evaluators, complex statistical 
analyses, and summative judgments as to the overall merit 
or worth of our programs. Others may recognize the 
potential for program evaluation to act as a driving force for 
improvement, yet they may not know where to begin such a 
process. 

The AELRC is currently working on putting together a 
number of short-length briefs and how-to guides to help 
language educators tackle evaluation in their programs. 
These guides will serve as a practical, step-by-step resource 
with which evaluators can undertake evaluation in ways that 
are relevant and meaningful to teachers, staff, and 
administrators in their programs and that lead to evaluation 
findings being used to better understand or improve the 
program in some way. Topics addressed will include how to 
plan a useful evaluation; identifying and selecting evaluation 
data collection methods; conducting interviews and focus 
groups; and using questionnaires for program evaluation in 
language programs. 

 

Heritage Language Interview Project  

T h i s p r o j e c t a i m s t o 
complement AELRC's 2015 
h e r i t a g e l a n g u a g e 
assessment and evaluation 
annotated bibliography and 
literature review by gathering 
experts’ opinions on the 
major points of concern in 
t h e r e s e a r c h o n t h e 
assessment of heritage 
languages (HLs) and the 
evaluation of HL programs. 

These experts are featured in videos, which will be made 
available on the AELRC website. 

Thus far, two renowned experts, Dr. Guadalupe Valdés 
(Professor in the School of Education at Stanford University) 
and Dr. Olga Kagan (Professor in the Department of Slavic 
Languages and Literature at UCLA and director of the 
NHLRC), have been interviewed for this project. They offered 
their views on what they believe are the most important 
areas in need of more research oriented towards HL 
education. One of the main points stressed by both experts 
was the need for defining standards and expected outcomes 
for instructing HL Learners and evaluating HL programs. Dr. 
Valdés emphasized that we “have to know what [we are] 
teaching, what the outcomes 
would be after year one, year 
two, year three, year four.” 
Dr. Kagan also added “what 
exactly would we evaluate… 
i f t h e re a r e n o e x a c t 
measures that would show 
what outcomes are expected 
to be?”. These interviews 
were part of a presentation 
at GURT 2016. 
 

 Current Projects
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Language Difficulty Study 

T h e A E L R C 
con t i nues ou r 
w o r k w i t h 
colleagues in the 
G e o r g e t o w n 

Linguistics Department and CLEAR at Michigan State 
University to investigate the real and perceived difficulty of 
learning different languages and how long it takes to learn 
them. For decades, academic and government linguists have 
referenced the Foreign Service Institute language difficulty 
scale that classifies a language by how long it takes to learn 
based on how difficult it is for a native English speaker. 
However, finding empirical support for these claims is a 
challenge. The first steps of this project were to survey the 
outcomes of academic research and to assess the information 
that is available in the public sphere. The initial paper was 
presented at ACTFL 2015 and is being submitted for 
publication in a peer-reviewed journal. The preliminary findings 
showed that little non-academic information is available that is 
from reputable sources and is not associated with 
advertisement or product promotion. During the summer of 
2016, Principal Investigators Charlene Polio of Michigan State 
University and Meg Malone of the AELRC will be conducting 
research to compare reading, listening, and speaking 
outcomes of beginning learners of three languages.  

 Foreign Language Assessment Directory 

The Foreign Language Assessment Directory (FLAD) is a free, 
searchable database with information on more than 200 
assessments in over 90 languages other than English. The 
FLAD annually receives more than 20,000 visitors who consult 
this resource on assessments currently used in elementary, 
middle, secondary, and post-secondary school programs 
around the United States. During summer 2016, CAL will 
update the contents of the FLAD to ensure that information is 
up to date and relevant for our audiences. The FLAD includes 
an online form that allows anyone to submit a test for 
inclusion. 

To help the directory’s users select tests and determine the 
best way to meet their assessment needs, the FLAD also has 
a companion tutorial, Understanding Assessment, that helps 
users consider important factors in test selection. The tutorial 
is free and publicly available, just like the FLAD, at 
www.cal.org/flad.  

Past GURT Volumes

 Current Projectsi

GU Press GURT 2016 Volume 

The GURT proceedings — published every year by 
Georgetown University Press — is a long-time GURT 
tradition, and the AELRC is fortunate to have many 
interesting and innovative papers from the program 
included in this year’s volume. The proceedings will 
address the conference theme of enhancing language 
education via useful assessment and evaluation, a key 
and contemporary concern across many different 
domains of language research, not to mention for the 
many teachers and administrators called upon to use 
assessment and evaluation to inform and reform their 
educational practices. The volume will explore how 
assessment and evaluation can be designed and 
enacted in ways that contribute maximally to 
understanding and improving language learning and 
teaching. The proceedings will be available in 2017.

http://www.cal.org/flad


CUALHE/ECOLT 2016  

In October of 2015, AELRC was thrilled to host two 
back-to-back conferences at Georgetown University: 
The East Coast Organization of Language Testers 
(ECOLT) and the Consortium for Useful Assessment in 
Language and Humanities Education (CUALHE) Annual 
Meeting and Conference. 

In 2016, CUALHE is traveling to the University of Notre 
Dame in Indiana. The goals of the annual meeting and 
conference are to provide a forum for those working on 
outcomes assessment to present and exchange ideas, 
and to enable strategic planning for the Consortium.     

AELRC is delighted to welcome this year's keynote 
speaker Dr. Julie Sykes, Director of the Center for Applied 
Second Language Studies at the University of Oregon. 
Pre-conference workshops will be held on Friday, October 
7, and the conference will take place on Saturday, October 
8 . For more in format ion, p lease see ht tps : / /
sites.google.com/site/cualhe2016/home. 

ECOLT 2016 will be held at Georgetown University on Friday, 
October 28. ECOLT represents an East Coast group of 100 
or more professionals, scholars, and students involved in 
language testing projects and research who meet annually to 
discuss their work. One of the organization's goals is to 
support connections between academia, K-12 education, 
government, and for-profit and not-for-profit testing 
organizations. Our plenary speaker will be Xiaoming Xi of the 
Educational Testing Service. There will be an award for the 
best student paper presented at the conference. For more 
information, see https://sites.google.com/site/ecoltaelrc. 

 

CUALHE 2016 
UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME, OCTOBER 7-8

Plenary speaker: 
Julie Sykes, 
University of Oregon 

Consortium on Useful 
Assessment in 
Language and 
Humanities Education 
(CUALHE) 

A forum for those 
working on outcomes 
assessment in higher 
education language 
programs

“ “Submit by June 5, 
2016!

Visit the conference 
website for more 
information: https://
sites.google.com/site/
cualhe2016/submission

CALL FOR PAPERS 

 Current Projects
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Leadership: Incoming Director Dr. Meg Malone 

W e a r e h a p p y t o 
a n n o u n c e t h a t t h e 
incoming director of the 
AELRC is one of our 
current co-directors, Dr. 
Meg Malone. She will 
assume the pos i t ion 
starting Fall 2016. 

Dr. Malone is currently the  
Associate Vice President 
for World Languages and 
International Programs at 
the Center for Applied 
L ingu is t i cs . She has 

extensive experience in language test development, materials 
development, delivery of professional development and teacher 
training through both online and face-to-face methods, data 
collection and survey research, and program evaluation. 

As a co-director, Dr. Malone has overseen and conducted 
numerous AELRC projects, such as the annotated bibliography 
of assessment and evaluation of heritage language learning, the 
Intercultural Pragmatic Interactional Competence Assessment, 
and the Language Difficulty project among many others. In  

addition, she has delivered multiple useful workshops 
throughout several educational institutions in the US. As the 
chair of the Council of Directors of the Language Resource 
Centers (COD), she has also worked in communicating the 
LRCs’ roles and impact to the government. In addition, she 
works to connect the AELRC with other sister LRCs to 
collaborate on multiple projects. Her collaborative projects 
include helping plan the biannual Language Teacher 
Educator conference since 2009, collaborating with CLEAR 
on the study of language difficulty, and providing the 
Assessment Basics workshop, which was offered in both 
2014 and 2015 at the Center for Language Education and 
Research (CLEAR). 

Dr. Malone received her Ph.D. in Linguistics from 
Georgetown University, and wrote her dissertation on oral 
proficiency testing and the ACTFL guidelines. During her 
doctoral studies, she began working with the Language 
Resource Centers as a research intern for the National 
Capital Language Resource Center during the inaugural 
round of LRC funding. She also participated in the first lRC 
summer institute at the University of Hawaii. In 2010, she 
became co-director of that same lRC while working at the 
Center for Applied linguistics. We are excited to welcome her 
to this new position. 

 Featuresi  

AELRC Alumni: Where Are They Now? 

Dr. Shoko Sasayama (AELRC 
staff, 2014-15) is an assistant 
professor and faculty 
development specialist in the 
Globalization Office of the 
University of Tokyo, Japan. In 
her work she helps university 
instructors to incorporate best 
practices into their language 
and content pedagogy, 

including useful assessment and program evaluation 
activities. http://www.globalkomaba.c.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/
people_resources/International_Offices/
Globalization_Office/People/s_sasayama.html 

Dr. Anastasia Drackert (AELRC 
staff, 2014-15) works as an 
assistant professor at the 
Department of Slavic 
Languages at the Ruhr-
University Bochum, Germany, 
where she trains future teachers 
of Russian in the areas of 
language pedagogy and 
second language acquisition. 
Her research will continue to 

focus on enhancing the assessment literacy of language 
teachers, primarily those working in German schools.  
www.drackert.com

http://www.globalkomaba.c.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/people_resources/International_Offices/Globalization_Office/People/s_sasayama.html
http://www.drackert.com/
http://www.globalkomaba.c.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/people_resources/International_Offices/Globalization_Office/People/s_sasayama.html
http://www.drackert.com/


Publications 

Malone, M., & Sandrock, P. (2016) Assessment issues in world 
languages. In H. Braun (Ed.), Meeting the challenges to 
measurement in an era of accountability (pp. 217-235). New York: 
Routledge.  

Norris, J. M. (2016). Current uses for task-based language assessment. 
Annual Review of Applied Linguistics, 36, 233-244.

Norris, J. M. (2016). Language program evaluation. Modern Language 
Journal, 100(S1), 169-189. [Special Issue “Celebrating the MLJ’s 
centenary”] 

Presentations 

Chi, J., Donovan, A., & Malone, M. (2016, April). The heritage 
language database: Promoting awareness of heritage language 
schools and programs. National Council of Less Commonly Taught 
Languages, Atlanta, GA.  

Davis, J. McE. (2016, March). Language program evaluation in 
contemporary language education:  Current practices, future 
directions. Invited Plenary, Georgetown University Round Table, 
Washington, DC. 

Davis, J. McE. (2016, April). Useful assessment in higher education: 
Lessons from program evaluation. Invited talk, Virginia International 
University, Fairfax, VA.  

Davis, J. McE. (2016, April). The usefulness of accreditation-mandated 
assessment in U.S. community college language programs. Invited 
talk, Center for Advanced Research on Language Acquisition, 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN. 

Davis, J. McE. (2016, April). Washback impacts of accountability-driven 
student learning outcomes assessment: Conceptualizations of 
language advancedness in college language major programs. 
American Association of Applied Linguistics Conference, Orlando, 
FL.  

Davis, J. McE. (2016, May). Assessment capacity-building in 
community college language programs: Current needs, future 
directions. Invited Paper, Community College Language Forum, 
Center for Integrated Language Communities, Manhattan, NY. 

Davis, J. McE. (2016, May). Users, uses, and assessment usefulness in 
higher education. Invited talk, Michigan State University, East 
Lansing, MI. 

Donovan, A., Chi, J., & Malone, M. (2016, April). Free resources from 
the National Foreign Language Resource Centers. National Council 
of Less Commonly Taught Languages, Atlanta, GA. 

Llosa, L., Malone, M., & Donovan, A. (2016, April). Is writing on the 
TOEFL really the same as writing in college? Evidence from 
quantitative and qualitative data. American Association of 
Applied Linguistics Conference, Orlando, FL. 

Malone, M. (2016, March). Uses for and consequences of language 
proficiency tests for students and teachers. Invited colloquium and 
co-organizer, Georgetown University Round Table, Washington, DC. 

Malone, M. (2016, March). Assessing college foreign language learners’ 
proficiency: What, why, and how. Discussant for colloquium, 
Georgetown University Round Table, Washington, DC. 

Malone, M., & Sandrock, P. (2016, April). Assessment issues in world 
languages. Invited colloquium, National Council on Measurement in 
Education, Washington, DC. 

Malone, M. (2016, April). Assessing college foreign language learners’ 
proficiency: The what, the why, and the how. Discussant for 
colloquium, American Association of Applied Linguistics Conference, 
Orlando, FL. 

Norris, J. M. (2016, June). Reframing the SLA-assessment interface: 
‘Constructive’ deliberations at the nexus of constructs, 
interpretations, and consequences. Invited Alan Davies Lecture 
keynote address, Language Testing Research Colloquium, Palermo, 
Italy. 

Son, Y. A. (March, 2016). Towards useful assessment and evaluation of 
heritage language learning. Paper, Georgetown University Round 
Table, Washington DC. 

Workshops 

Davis, J. McE. (2016, March). Planning useful evaluation in language 
programs: Clarifying evaluation users, uses, foci. Invited workshop, 
Georgetown University Round Table, Washington DC. 

Davis, J. McE., & Niu, M. (2016, March). Planning next steps: 
Strategies for getting evaluation started in language education 
programs. Invited workshop, Georgetown University Round Table, 
Washington DC. 

Kim, A., & McKay, T. H. (2016, March). Tools for collecting evaluation 
information in language programs: Interviews, focus groups, and 
questionnaires. Invited workshop, Georgetown University Round 
Table, Washington DC. 

Malone, M. (2016, March). Introduction to the SOPI. Workshop, 
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI.  

Malone, M. (2016, March). Rating the SOPI: Multiple languages. 
Workshop, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI.  

McKay, T. H., True, T. J, Dermo, R. L., & Niu, M. (2016, May). 
Assessment for World Languages: DC public schools. Invited 
workshop, Columbia Heights Education Campus, DC. 

Son, Y. A., & Venezia, F. (2016, March). Identifying evidence— or 
“indicators”—of program quality, effectiveness, needs, and student 
learning. Invited workshop, Georgetown University Round Table, 
Washington DC. 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