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Melody Wilkinson, DNP, FNP-C, APRN is an Assistant 
Professor teaching in the graduate nursing program in the 
School of Nursing & Health Studies (NHS) at Georgetown 
University.  Dr. Wilkinson received her BSN from West 
Virginia University, MSN from Vanderbilt University, and 
DNP from Duke University.  
 
Dr. Wilkinson joined the NHS faculty in November of 
2011 as Clinical Faculty Director with the launch of the 
online FNP program and was promoted to Assistant 
Program Director (APD) of the FNP program in 2012.  
During her tenure as APD, the FNP program underwent 

significant growth as the program enrolled over 550 students across the nation. She led 
the development of the clinical placement process that facilitates the clinical placement 
of geographically dispersed students enrolled in the online program. She led multiple 
initiatives, including a systematic orientation for on-boarding new clinical faculty, 
clinical placement approval process, guidelines for remote clinical conferencing and 
clinical faculty travel policies.   Under her leadership, the FNP program developed a 
comprehensive clinical orientation for online students and an evidence-based preceptor 
handbook. She led the hiring of clinical faculty advisors across the country and 
mentored them in their new roles. 
 
Dr. Wilkinson’s professional commitment to educational scholarship is commendable 
with numerous invited professional presentations at numerous national meetings. She 
was awarded the Sigma Theta Tau International, Tau Chapter Award for Excellence in 
Education in May 2015.  ecognizing the need for improvement in nurse practitioner 
clinical education, Dr. Wilkinson recently conducted a study entitled Online Clinical 
Education Training for Preceptors: A Pilot QI Project. The purpose of the project was 
to implement online education to improve preceptors’ knowledge, skill, and comfort 
related to clinical teaching.  Online modules were developed, implemented, and 
evaluated.  
 
Dr. Wilkinson approaches teaching with passion while grounding her approach in the 
best evidence regarding teaching and learning. She creates a community of learning that 
focuses on active teaching and learning techniques.  She routinely facilitates a “flipped 
classroom,” in which she focuses on problem based learning, case studies, and 
discussion – helping students to achieve a deeper understanding of material.  

 
She maintains an active clinical practice, providing comprehensive primary care to 
adult patients living with HIV.  She has brings her passion for educational and clinical 
excellence to her teaching role – serving as a mentor to faculty and students.   

 


