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The Trans-Pacific Partnership: Are the Critics Right? 

SUMMARY 

On March 30, the Georgetown Center for Business and Public Policy hosted a discussion and 
Q+A on the pros and cons of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) in the House Ways and 
Means Committee room in the Rayburn House Office building.

The expert panel included Christine Bliss, President, Coalition of Services Industries; James 
Fatheree, U.S. Chamber of Commerce; Jason Kearns, Chief International Trade Counsel 
(Minority Staff) U.S. House Ways and Means Committee; Pietra Rivoli, Professor, McDonough 
School of Business, Georgetown University; and Bob Vastine, Senior Industry Fellow at the 
Georgetown Center for Business and Public Policy. 

The TPP is one of the most hotly debated trade deals. No trade agreement has sparked as 
much controversy since the debate over NAFTA, which too loomed large in a Presidential 
campaign.  (Some will recall the debate between Al Gore and Ross Perot during the 1992 
Presidential campaign.) 

The TPP history is an amazing story. It began in 2002 with a group of three small countries 
(New Zealand, Chile and Singapore). In 2008, the U.S. joined the original three plus Brunei to 
participate in negotiations of financial services and investments. The TPP soon took root and 
grew to be the most comprehensive, innovative trade agreement ever negotiated. In its last 
stages, Canada, Mexico and Japan insisted on joining and, although this complicated the deal, 
it substantially raised the economic prominence of the deal by now including almost every 
major economy in the Pacific Rim, with the notable exception of China. 
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Many think the TPP is a strategic imperative for the U.S. in Asia, and many others disagree. 
Whichever position one takes, there is no doubt that the TPP is tremendously important. 
Whether the U.S. joins or not, the TPP will incontrovertibly transform the economy of the 
Pacific Rim. 

The Georgetown Center brought together a diverse panel of experts to discuss the costs and 
the benefits of the TPP from diverse perspectives. The presentation began with Jason Kearns, 
who helps shape policy and law on the Democratic side of the aisle. Christine Bliss focused on 
the services dimension of the TPP. She discussed both benefits of the TPP and areas in which 
improvements could be made. James Fatheree represented the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s 
stated view that the TPP is on net beneficial, while also noting that many in the business 
community take the position that the TPP needs improvement. Pietra Rivoli's remarks focused 
on the spate of economic studies that have recently assessed the TPP. She offered an 
assessment of the several areas of agreement. 
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PROGRAM
( l i nks  to  v ideos )  

For the full video of the presentation, please visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lg7ElGj-RU. 

• Introduction

• Panelist Remarks

Christine Bliss, President of the Coalition of Services Industries and former Assistant 
U.S. Trade Representative for Services and Investment (Remarks begin at 6:24) 

James W. Fatheree, U.S. Chamber of Commerce (Remarks begin at 15:39) 

Jason Kearns, Chief International Trade Counsel (Minority Staff) U.S. House Ways and 
Means Committee (Off the record remarks) 

Pietra Rivoli, Professor, McDonough School of Business, Georgetown University 
(Remarks begin at 28:17) 

Moderator: J. Robert Vastine, Senior Industry Fellow, Georgetown Center 
for Business and Public Policy 

• Discussion and audience Q+A  (Discussion begins at 40:56)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lg7ElGj-RU&feature=youtu.be&t=6m24s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lg7ElGj-RU&feature=youtu.be&t=15m39s
https://youtu.be/5lg7ElGj-RU?t=28m17s
https://youtu.be/5lg7ElGj-RU?t=40m56s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lg7ElGj-RU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lg7ElGj-RU&feature=youtu.be&t=6m24s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lg7ElGj-RU&feature=youtu.be&t=15m39s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lg7ElGj-RU&feature=youtu.be&t=15m39s
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PANELISTS 

Christine Bliss (@cblisscsi) became president of the 
Coalition of Services Industries (CSI) in March 2016. Prior 
to her CSI leadership, she was the assistant U.S. trade 
representative (USTR) for services, investment, 
telecommunication, and e-commerce, responsible for 
overseeing all multilateral, regional, and bilateral 
negotiations and policy issues in those areas for the 
agency. Bliss also served as the lead U.S. negotiator in 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) Doha Services 
Negotiations and in the WTO Bilateral Services 
Accession Negotiations for Russia and Saudi Arabia. She 
oversaw the services and investment negotiations and 
was co-lead negotiator of the financial services 
negotiations in the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
negotiations and was a lead negotiator for services and 
financial services in previous U.S. Free Trade Agreement	  
(FTA) negotiations. Bliss led the three-year Model 
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) review that resulted in 
the 2012 Model BIT. She also led the development of 
USTR’s digital services and investment trade agenda, 
including innovative new disciplines on cross-border data 
flows and local server requirements. Bliss has also 
served as chief counsel and acting assistant USTR for 
monitoring and enforcement, responsible for managing 
U.S. litigation in the WTO, NAFTA, and other multilateral 
and bilateral trade agreements. Before joining USTR in 
2000, she was counsel to the Emergency Committee for 
American Trade (ECAT), an association representing U.S. 
Fortune 500 firms on international trade, investment, and 
tax issues. Prior to joining ECAT, Bliss had a wide range 
of experience in private practice representing foreign and 
domestic clients on international trade, regulatory, 
legislative, and policy issues as a partner in the firm of 
Mudge, Rose, Guthrie and Ferdon. She has also served 
on Capitol Hill as a legislative assistant. Bliss is admitted 
to the D.C. and California Bars and received her J.D. 
from the University of California at Davis and LL.M from 
the George Washington University.	  
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Jason Kearns serves as chief international trade counsel 
(Minority Staff) for the U.S. House Ways and Means 
Committee. Kearns has served on the Ways and Means 
Committee since 2006. He advises members of 
Congress on legislation concerning international trade 
and on oversight issues involving the Office of the US 
Trade Representative (USTR) and other agencies 
involved in international trade policy and regulation. 
Previously, he served for three years in the Office of the 
General Counsel to the USTR. In that position he advised 
negotiators on issues that arose during bilateral and 
multilateral trade negotiations and represented the 
United States in several disputes in the World Trade 
Organization. From 2000 through 2003, Kearns worked in 
the international trade group of Wilmer, Cutler & 
Pickering (now WilmerHale). Kearns holds a master's in 
public policy from the Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard University, a J.D. from the University of 
Pennsylvania, and a Bachelor of Arts from the University 
of Denver. 

James W. Fatheree is executive director, Japan and 
Korea, for the U.S. Chamber of Commerce (U.S. 
Chamber). He recently assumed a role as co-lead for the 
Chamber’s work as executive coordinator of the U.S. 
Coalition for TPP, a broad coalition co-chaired by the 
Chamber, Business Roundtable, National Association of 
Manufacturers, Farm Bureau Federation, and Emergency 
Committee for American Trade dedicated to supporting 
Congressional approval of the TPP. Previously, Fatheree 
worked in the International Trade Administration, on 
Capitol Hill, and in several private firms on trade issues. A 
native Texan, Fatheree received a B.A. in government 
from the University of Texas at Austin; an M.A. in 
international economic policy from American University; 
and a certificate in international business from
Georgetown University.
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Pietra Rivoli, professor of finance and international 
business in Georgetown University’s McDonough School 
of Business, teaches in the undergraduate, graduate, and 
executive programs. Rivoli has special interests in social 
justice issues in international business and in China. Her 
academic research has been published in numerous 
leading journals, including the Journal of International 
Business Studies, Business Ethics Quarterly, and Journal 
of Money Credit and Banking. In 2006, Rivoli was 
awarded a Faculty Pioneer Award by the Aspen Institute, 
which recognizes business school faculty who have been 
leaders in the integration of social and environmental 
issues into MBA curricula. Rivoli’s book, The Travels of a 
T-Shirt in the Global Economy (2005, 2009, 2014), has 
been widely acclaimed by both the popular press and the 
academic community as a path-breaking study of 
globalization and has received numerous awards 
including being named as one of the best business 
books of the year by the Financial Times, Booz Allen 
Hamilton, Foreign Affairs, Library Journal, and 
Amazon.com. The book was also a finalist for the 
inaugural Financial Times Goldman Sachs Book of the 
Year Award and was designated by the American 
Association of Publishers as the best scholarly book of 
2005 in the category of finance and economics. It has 
been translated into 14 languages. 

6

Panelists 

J. Robert Vastine (@BobVastine) joined the Georgetown 
Center for Business and Public Policy at Georgetown 
University’s McDonough School of Business as a senior 
industry fellow in September 2012. Prior to joining the 
Center, Vastine served as the president of the Coalition 
of Service Industries (CSI) from 1996 to 2012. He 
developed and strengthened CSI’s mission as the most 
influential U.S. advocate for expanded trade and 
investment in services and built global networks of 
organizations and individuals who share the goal of 
opening up services markets. Earlier, Vastine served as 
president of the Congressional Economic Leadership 
Institute, a bipartisan, nonprofit foundation that helps 
educate Congress on issues affecting U.S. economic 
competitiveness. Vastine’s extensive Capitol Hill 
experience includes having served as staff director of the 
Senate Republican Conference, Republican staff director 
of the Senate Committee on Government Affairs, 
legislative director for Senator John H. Chafee of Rhode 
Island, and legislative assistant for Congressman 
Thomas B. Curtis of Missouri. 
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INVITATION 

The Trans-Pacific Partnership: 
Are the Critics Right? 

- Georgetown on the Hill - 

No trade agreement has sparked as much controversy as the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) since the debate over the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). This 
campaign season, presidential candidates from both sides of the aisle have expressed 
opposition to or doubts about TPP’s benefits to the point that pro-trade advocates are 
concerned that unless TPP is implemented this session, it never will be. 

Join us for a panel discussion moderated by J. Robert Vastine, Senior Industry Fellow, 
Georgetown Center for Business and Public Policy. 

Panelists include: 

• Christine Bliss, President of the Coalition of Services Industries and former
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Services and Investment

• Jason Kearns, Chief International Trade Counsel (Minority Staff) U.S. House
Ways and Means Committee

• James W. Fatheree, U.S. Chamber of Commerce

• Pietra Rivoli, Professor, McDonough School of Business, Georgetown
University

When:     Wednesday, March 30, 2016 
 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM 

 Where:    Rayburn House Office Building 
 B-318 

  Washington, DC 20515
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Georgetown Center for Business and Public Policy 
McDonough School of Business 

Rafik B. Hariri Building 

37th & O Streets, NW 

Washington, DC 20057 

p: (202) 687-3686  //  f: (202) 687-5857 

http://cbpp.georgetown.edu  //  cbpp@georgetown.edu 

8

More Information The Trans-Pacific Partnership: Are the Critics Right? 




